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Executive Summary 

 

 

This study represents a quick panoramic presentation of several stages of 

women's history in Deir Ezzor, showing their roles in various periods of history, 

in the writings of travellers and orientalists, during the French Mandate, in the 

public life, and during the Syrian revolution, and how their role was hindered 

while seeking greater participation in public life, education and business. 

Due to the nature of this panoramic study, it cannot address the details of woman's 

life in the various fields, but it contributes to raising questions about a number of 

subjects, so that each part of the study can be addressed fully as a separate subject 

to identify the things that can contribute to the advancement of women. 

Deir Ezzor as a city has an interrupted historical and cultural depth for centuries. 

It has so many archeological sites which indicate the depth of its Euphratian 

civilization, that has had a cumulative, penetrating and profound influence on the 

many generations that have inherited the land. 

However, the tribal community lives a nomadic life, therefore has less limitations 

on women, who are active members in home and life. In this study, we will 

address some aspects of the Deiri women's life in the recent history and their 

current situation in the light of the conflict that has had its impact on the various 

groups of society, especially women. 

At the end, we will reach a set of conclusions, through which the study will 

provide suggestions and recommendations for the development of society in this 

geographical area. 
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Introduction 

 

The talk about women and their situation in general in this time of openness on 

women's issues and the rise of feminism in the world is difficult and problematic 

in some ways, especially at this time of conflict escalations in the Arab region, in 

which men have played the main role, while the repercussions have been on all 

society in general and on women in particular. 

In these circumstances, we can't talk about women in one context. Articles and 

studies on women have always had two dimensions, some of them saw women in 

a setting of double oppression from society and religion, and others saw them as 

"adornment of the worldly life", beauty and a material for consumption. They 

talked about the bright aspects of them, even if they represent just the outward 

appearance. 

Women, like all the subjects, have many aspects, that cannot be limited to a single 

angle, so talking about women in a particular society without addressing a 

specified aspect would be a key to other issues and details later. 

Here we are talking about women in Deir Ezzor society. Women who live in a 

tribal environment like Deir Ezzor are different from the other Syrian women who 

live in other regions. 

Women in Deir Ezzor are part of the society, therefore their issues are part of its 

issues, so it is not just about the sweet talk on them, as the public language used 

to do when dealing with some issues of community. Women have always been 

there, whether actively or passively. 

Women in the Deiri tribal community have always been alongside men in 

herding, field and home. They are also called on when adversity and conflicts 

arise, where each tribe is incited by a name of a woman, and some families and 

tribes have been named after women, 
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but at the same time we find that at the presence of men, they have no voice, 

sometimes are married to their cousins against their will, and die in honour 

killings. 

Deir Ezzor as a city has an interrupted historical and cultural depth for centuries. 

It has so many archeological sites which indicate the depth of its Euphratian 

civilization, that has had a cumulative, penetrating and profound influence on the 

many generations that have inherited the land. 

However, the tribal community lives a nomadic life, therefore has less limitations 

on women, who are active members in home and life. In this study, we will 

address some aspects of the Deiri women's life in the recent history and their 

current situation in the light of the conflict that has had its impact on the various 

groups of society, especially women. 

At the end, we will reach a set of conclusions, through which the study will 

provide suggestions and recommendations for the development of society in this 

geographical area. 
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The Deiri woman in some historical periods, and how orientalists and 

travellers  viewed them 

 

In many of the old and new history periods, Deir Ezzor was a prosperous city, but 

in the second half of the nineteenth century, in the Ottoman era when it turned 

into a Mutasarrifate connected directly with the capital, its role as a city grew 

bigger, where (Deir Ezzor was one of the three important Mutasarrifates 

connected directly with the capital, namely Mount Lebanon, al-Quds "Jerusalem" 

and Deir Ezzor, which were connected directly through Telegraph 

communication).1 Deir Ezzor also remained an important city from the early 

1920s, when France took control of it until its evacuation from all of Syria, during 

which the urban community flourished in parallel with the tribal one, whose ways 

of life have also changed since the mid-1950s, and most of its groups settled on 

the Euphrates banks, which undoubtedly led in one way or another to the women's 

liberation.  

Despite the orientalists stretch of imagination about the eastern women, thinking 

that they are like the women of "Baghdad nights" and the "Arabian nights." This 

view was formed from the literature of orientalists, especially those living in 

imagination, but the orientalists who were travellers wrote what they saw, so their 

writings played a role in conveying the image of society at certain historical 

periods, so in this regard it is good to know how the orientalists viewed the Deiri 

women. The Italian traveller (Gasparo Balbi), as he passed through Deir Ezzor 

when he was traveling from Aleppo to India in 1579 said: "In the evening we 

stopped at the right bank of the Euphrates River in a city  

 
1 Mohammed Jamal Barout - The Modern Historical Formation of the Syrian Jazeera - Questions and 
Problems of The Transition From The nomadic life to Urbanization, Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Study, 1 /1 / 2013 -1198  page 67 
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called (Deir), which used to be called in the past the "port of chain". A Turkish 

sanjak and a judge live in this city, which is populated by good men and beautiful 

women with skin between white and brown, they are more beautiful than the 

women in other places in the surrounding regions."2 The Dutch historian and 

traveller Leonhard Rauwolf also had a similar impression, as he said: "they (the 

men and women of Deir Ezzor) have beautiful faces."3 

Through these observations or impressions of the two orientalists, it can be seen 

that the Deiri women were present, not out of sight or absent. 

However, the description of the Bedouin and tribal women made by the British 

traveler Lady Anne Blunt in 1878 seems remarkable, as she talked about them in 

more than one area, she said: "As for the girls, they are beautiful... usually with 

bright faces, they collect firewood, draw water, set up tents, milk sheep and 

camels, make yoghurt and cook. The live separated from men, but they are not 

restricted or placed under control. They work very hard and visit each other, 

taking their children with them. They also can mix with male relatives depending 

on the degree of consanguinity." 

This description applies to the nomads on the banks of the Euphrates, particularly 

in Deir Ezzor, as the Lady mentioned in her journey.4 

 

 

 

 
2 The Italian Gasparo Balbi's trip to Aleppo, Deir Ezzor, Fallujah and Baghdad in 1579. It was 
translated into Arabic by father Dr. Boutros Haddad, Arab Encyclopedia House, e1, 2008, Beirut, 
Lebanon, p. 39 
 
3 Deir Ezzor; Human Civilization and Blurred History, Ahmed Talib Al-Nasser, Mena Studies Center, 
Last visit to the site 10/6/2020, the link. 
4 The tribes of the Euphrates Bedouins in 1878, by the British traveler Lady Anne Blunt, translated by 
Asad al-Faris - Nidal Khader Ma'youf, Al-Malah Printing and Publishing House, Damascus Syria, e1, 
1991, p. 442. 

https://mena-studies.org/ar/mena-productions/
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The Deiri women during the French mandate, 

and the story of "Batta's Brothers" and "Fatima Al-Jathmour" 

 

From 1920 until the French evacuation from Syria, Deir Ezzor was under French 

mandate, so of course there were some tribal forces who were allied to the French, 

but the French forces faced stiff resistance in what is known in the heroic popular 

history "battles of September (1921)", in which the French forces along with their 

allies suffered heavy losses. In one of these battles, an entire French aircraft 

squadron (10 planes) was destroyed, then the French forces took control of Deir 

Ezzor for the second time but after suffering heavy losses.5 In the light of the 

popular rejection of the French forces, the popular anger was also increasing 

against the French. The people of Deir Ezzor still remember some incidents 

occured against the French forces, including two incidents, in which the heroes 

were women. The two incidents took place during sport matches, the most 

prominent of which was the incident of "Batta's Brothers". The people of Deir 

Ezzor say (In 1937, there was a match between al-Furat Club and a French team. 

It was a very important match so people did their best for it to be successful, and 

on the day of the match, the streets of the city were decorated as if a real wedding 

would take place. Two hours before the match, the crowds of people filled the 

road from the club in Al-Huwayqah neighborhood to the municipal stadium 

opposite to Al-Furat High School (present-day the museum). This match ended 

in a 2-1 win for Al-Furat Club against the French team. The French team scored 

a goal and it was their habit, that the French army play music in joy after each 

goal they score.  

 

 
5 Mohammed Jamal Barout - The Modern Historical Formation of the Syrian Jazeera - Questions and 
Problems of The Transition From The nomadic life to Urbanization, Arab Center for Research and 
Policy Study, 1 /1 / 2013 -1198  page 148 
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In the second half, Al-Furat team scored two goals, and the shouts of the fans 

provoked the anger of the French, who, according to the popular story, beat the 

masses relentlessly. Here, "Batta Haj Kaddour", a 50-year-old woman holding a 

stick, started saying that famous poem, which is known for all the Euphratian 

people: "We had better not to be pregnant and give birth", and she cried saying: 

"go against them brothers of Batta", when the crowd heard her, they started 

beating the French soldiers with sticks and stones, and the French soldiers 

responding with the rifle butts.)6 

It is the same for "Fatima al-Jathmour" story: (During a boxing match prepared 

by Al-Jarrah Boxing Club in 1932 between boxer Farid Elaiwi and an officer of 

the French Air Force, the French referee sided with the French boxer, which 

stirred the anger of the Deiri fans, who clashed with the French forces. Fatima 

played a role in preventing the arrest of a man who was being pursued by the 

French by spraying red pepper on the face of a French soldier, so that the young 

man was able to escape. The next day, she and a group of young men were taken 

to prison in Aleppo, and others were taken to Beirut.)7 

These stories, which were conveyed orally and then were written, reflect the 

community's tendency to glorify its women who had heroic positions, especially 

with regard to their courage, which was not contrary to the community's values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 The women of Deir Ezzor and the building of community throughout history, the editorial staff, Deir 
Ezzor 24 network website, Last visit 5/6/2020, link. 
7 The golden history "Deir Ezzor" bride of the Euphrates and the Syrian Jazeera, part one, Ghassan 
al-Sheikh Al-Khafaji, Raslan House, Damascus Syria, p. 291 

https://en.deirezzor24.net/the-women-of-deir-ezzor-and-the-building-of-community-throughout-history/
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The "Deiri" women and their role in the tribe  

Asking for support by mentioning women's names, and honoring them 

 

 

A Deiri woman - From Deir Ezzor 24 network's archives 

 

The relationship of women with the tribe is not completely positive and rosy, 

because men in the tribe are responsible for their women. The final word is for 

men and women follow them. They are not consulted in all matters, and are 

married to their cousins even without their consent, however the issue is not that 

dark, because women have a big role even if they do not always have the chance. 

The British traveller Lady Anne Blunt described women's participation in the 

public affairs of the tribe: "The intellectual qualities of the badiyah's women are 

at a level lower than men... However, more than one observation  
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prove that there are at least one woman in the sheikh's tent who has the ability to 

decide the tribe's public policy."8 

For several centuries, the Bedouin life has given women a role in the every day 

social life, particularly with regard to their job as homemakers. Having a Bedouin 

life, they have twofold household work, including cooking, feeding, sewing and 

cleaning, which requires women to stay at home, but they also have other work 

outside home, like milking, bringing buckets of water and erecting and removing 

tents, these works of open nature gave women the chance to socialize, mix with 

their surroundings and have a role in their society to some degree, which seems 

to have an impact on the dynamics of women's relationship with the surrounding 

society of the city as well. The women of Deir Ezzor have not hidden behind 

walls, they went out and contributed to the public life as being part of it. 

Asking for support by mentioning women's names is one of the bright points in 

the relationship of women with their tribes. All tribes have stories of women, 

whom they feel proud of and use their names to ask for support in the hard times. 

It is one of the tribes qualities, that when someone asks for help or protection 

from a tribe by mentioning a name of a woman, the tribe men's motivation is 

increased. The women whose names are mentioned when asking for support are 

usually strong, honest and honorable according to the tribal customs. When 

someone asks for support by mentioning a woman's name, he does it in public, 

and feels proud of her name, which always has an impact on the the tribes 

members, so women are not "Awrah" as some societies see them. 

 

 

 
8 The tribes of the Euphrates Bedouins in 1878, by the British traveler Lady Anne Blunt, translated by 
Asad al-Faris - Nidal Khader Ma'youf, Al-Malah Printing and Publishing House, Damascus Syria, e1, 
1991, p. 442. 
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Here are some of the Deiri women's names who have been known for being a 

source of pride: (Adlah, Saada, al-Kachla, Al-Khanna, Hanka, Sabha, Shabka, 

Al-Samra, Hadla, Wadha, Noora, Shamsa, Samha, Radsa, Batta, Kharsa). 

 

 

The Deiri women's roles in the public life 

 

 

A photo  of a group of female teachers in Deir Ezzor in 1959, Granada School / 

Talab Al-Nasser's archives 

The centrality of Deir Ezzor as a city and its declaration a Mutasarrifate by the 

Ottomans in addition to being adopted as a center by the French made it a vibrant 

city, in which trade and crafts flourished.  

https://syrmh.com/2017/12/22/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%D9%91%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF/
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Education spread among children not only in the usual schools, but also in the 

Koranic schools. A photo taken in the late 1950s showing female teachers in Deir 

Ezzor indicates that women were present in the teaching profession after 

receiving education. 

Education statistics in Deir Ezzor in 1967-1968 show that the numbers of students 

in primary public schools were 6,277 females and 20,795 males, and teachers 

numbers were 256 females and 669 males, while the private schools had 378 

female students and 443 males.9 

This means that about 30 per cent of learners or students were females, which 

reflects women desire, especially in the city, to learn in a period education was 

little in community in general, let alone among women. 

The writer Suhail Nizam al-Din divided the history of feminism in Deir Ezzor 

into generations, the generation of grandmothers, "al-Hababat" in the dialect of 

Deir Ezzor's people, the generation of mothers, and the generation of girls, which 

historically corresponds to the age of the Syrian state. The generation of mothers 

is the one who has established the spirit of the Deiri women who want to be in 

the fields of daily life just like men in the city society, (In this extreme poverty, 

the generation of "mothers" emerged, they were mothers of all the rebellions and 

events witnessed in Deir Ezzor in the Syrian state, especially after the unity with 

Egypt and the coup of the Baath party in 1963. To be fair, one of the most 

important reasons for the emergence of this distinct generation is that the first-

generation of men strongly supported their daughters' education and accepted the 

lifestyle imposed by this adventurous principle).10 

 

 
9 The Contemporary Syrian History, Abdul Karim Mohammed, Last visit to the site: 3-6-2020, Link. 
10 Deir Ezzor's feminism, from "al-Hababa", "abaya" to "jilbab", Suhail Nizam al-Din, Ayn al-Madina, 
last visit 2-6-2020, link. 
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With the spread of education among women, there was a parallel change in their 

appearance as well, as the traditional life started to recede slowly against the 

modern life, which was influenced by the neighbouring cities and countries, (even 

in their appearance, the second-generation of women represented a link between 

the decency of the old hapar abayas- black heavy silk cloak for women- and the 

western fashion style costumes under them).11 

 

The Deiri women in the "Syrian revolution" 

 

 

From Deir Ezzor 24 network's archive 

 

The Deiri women have gone through several stages since the beginning of the 

Syrian revolution. They participated in the demonstrations that called for freedom 

and the overthrow of the regime, and witnessed the changes in power,  

 
11 The previous source 
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from the free army, Daesh, the liberation of Deir Ezzor from Daesh, and the 

control of the regime over parts of the province along with its Iranian allies, as 

well as the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces and their American allies 

over large parts of it. 

However, women's presence faded every time weapon voices got louder, because 

the Deiri women, like all the Syrian women, were not part of the conflict, but 

were fuel for it. They were acted upon at a time they were trying to have a role in 

society through learning, working and holding official positions. 

At such times, when the voice of weapons rises, women are the most vulnerable 

and affected group. They lost everything they have won over many years, also 

Daesh's control of Deir Ezzor has contributed to the declining of their role. 

Just like the demonstrations awakened the revolutionary spirit in them, the demise 

of Daesh played a role in reviving that spirit again. The Deiri women took off the 

blackness of the organization and rose again. Although the US-backed civil 

administration considers the presence of women in it to be very essential, still 

there are those who describe it as being limited to the outward  appearance, but 

the presence of women in the civil administration, even if it was limited in some 

parts of it, has an influential role in the active participation of women in the 

administration of the region. 

The civil organizations have played a role in giving the educated women 

(university graduates-activists) some opportunities, and contained them in 

projects that support women. Al-Furat University used to be full of female 

students, and the public squares of Deir Ezzor were also full of women. They are 

now trying to bridge the gap that was formed at the time when Daesh's blackness 

covered the Euphrates River and its banks. 

 



 

 

16 

 

 

 

The presence of international forces in Deir Ezzor, such as the Russians, Iranians, 

Americans, and the coalition forces which were formed to fight Daesh, in addition 

to the local forces such as the Iranian proxy militias, the regime forces and the 

SDF, has had a big role in the instability of society as a whole, especially women, 

who need social stability to be able to continue the journey they have been going 

through for many years. 

The destruction of Deir Ezzor's infrastructure also had a role in the destruction of 

the social infrastructure. The restoration of the infrastructure will restore the 

women's roles, and since the social structure is made with places for women, it 

will not take much time to overcome the plight of stagnation left by the conflict 

in the Euphrates geography. 

 

 

Conclusion (recommendations and suggestions) 

 

This study represents a quick panoramic presentation of several stages of 

women's history in Deir Ezzor, showing their roles in various periods of history, 

in the writings of travellers and orientalists, during the French Mandate, in the 

public life, and during the Syrian revolution, and how their role was hindered 

while seeking greater participation in public life, education and business. 

Due to the nature of this panoramic study, it cannot address the details of woman's 

life in the various fields, but it contributes to raising questions about a number of 

subjects, so that each part of the study can be addressed fully as a separate subject 

to identify the things that can contribute to the advancement of women.  
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Through this study, we can conclude several points: 

- The Deiri women are open to the near and distant communities. 

- Deir Ezzor's cultural depth and a civil legacy have their impact on the 

nature of society, including women. 

- Women as members of the Deir Ezzor tribal community have roles, some 

of which are positive while others are not, so it is possible to address those 

positive points in the tribal view of women. 

- Deir Ezzor community has been promoting women's education for 

decades, so it is possible to count on the community's desire to give women 

the opportunity to learn more and more until reaching high levels of 

education. 

- Women are part of the civil revolution, but they are victims of the armed 

conflict. 

Based on these conclusions, it is possible to submit a set of recommendations and 

suggestions to the community, civil and military stakeholders and decision 

makers in Deir Ezzor: 

- Encouraging women to enter the job market, especially in areas where 

there are not many societal barriers. 

- Working with civil society organizations to instil the civil thought and 

reactivate the civil programmes that target women. 

- Encouraging women to get higher education, and activating literacy 

programs for women who did not have the opportunity to learn. 

 - Media should play a positive role in highlighting the stories of women 

who have made exceptional efforts to advocate women's rights and support 

them to engage in society. 
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