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g DeirEzzor News Summary

Suspected Daesh members attacked National Defense militia’s posts in
the steppe of the towns of al-Shumeitiyah and al-Kharitah in the western
Deir Ezzor countryside. The members killed four fighters and injured
others; however, others were lost. landmine exploded on a vehicle
transporting food for the militia. After, shooters driving two pick up
vehicles and riding motorcycles attacked military posts of the militia in
the area, killing two fighters, injuring others as others were lost in the
attack.. source confirmed to Deir Ezzor 24 Network that military
operations commander refused to send warplanes to coverthe area. The
source added that the Nahiyat manager refused to send reinforcements.
The killed and lost fighters are from al-Kharitah in western Deir Ezzor.
Residents of al-Kharita raised the alert to know the fate of their sons who
.were |lostinthe attack
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The United States condemned the attack on Sheikhs of Al-Akidat tribe in Deir
Ezzor in a statement it released today on the account of its embassy in
Damascus. The statement said: “The United States condemns the attack on
Sheikh Mutsher Hamud Jeidan al-Hifland Sheikh Ibrahim Khalil Jeidan al-Hifl,
two prominent members of the Agaidat tribe. We offer our sincerest
condolences to the Agaidat tribe and the family of Sheikh Mutsher, who was
killed in the attack, as well as to the family of his driver who was also killed. We
hope that Sheikh Ibrahim makes a speedy recovery and that the perpetrators
are brought to justice." “Violence against civilians is unacceptable and
impedes the hope for a lasting political resolution to the conflict in Syria in
line with UN Security Council resolution 2254. We reiterate our support for a
nationwide ceasefire in Syria, as called for by UN Special Representative Geir
Pedersen.” On Sunday, unidentified gunmen attacked acar carrying elders of
Al-Akidat tribe near Al-Hawayej town east of Deir Ezzor. The attack resultedin
the killing of Sheikh Muttshar Hamoud al-Jadaan al-Hifil and the driver, and
the injuring of Sheikh Ibrahim Abboud Jadaan al-Hifil, while the perpetrators
managed to escape. Suspected Daesh members attacked National Defense
militia’s posts in the steppe of the towns of al-Shumeitiyah and al-Kharitah in
the western Deir Ezzor countryside. The members killed four fighters and
injured others; however, others were lost. landmine exploded on a vehicle
transporting food for the militia. After, shooters driving two pick up vehicles
andriding motorcycles attacked military posts of the militiain the area, killing
two fighters, injuring others as others were lost in the attack. source
confirmed to Deir Ezzor 24 Network that military operations commander
refused to send warplanes to cover the area. The source added that the

Nahiyat manager refused to send reinforcements. The killed and lost fighters
are from al-Kharitah in western Deir Ezzor. Residents of al-Kharita raised the

.alert to know thefate of theirsonswhowere lostinthe attack
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A source reported to Deir Ezzor 24 Network that National Defense (ND)
militia fighters withdrew from their posts in the Deir Ezzor steppe. The
fighters are from the western Deir Ezzor countryside The source added
that the fighters withdrew protesting the Assad forces’ and Russians’
reaction to the recent attack on ND posts. ND fighters were killed and
injured in the attack, as the military commandership of the area refused
to send reinforcements to the ND posts. The source confirmed that ND
fighters accused the Russian forces of being responsible for the attack,
especially that the Russian affiliated 5th Corps secures the area of the
attack. Military operations occur in the Deir Ezzor steppe (West of the
Euphrates), as Daesh is accused of responsibility. The area includes
.dozens of militias with multiple loyalties and nationalities
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A Russian officer and a number of the National Defense Militia members
were Killed, and two members of the Russian Forces were wounded,
when explosive devices targeted their military convoy in Al-Mayadeen
city east of Deir Ezzor, according to Deir Ezzor 24 network
correspondent. In the details, our correspondent said that a group of six
members of the National Defense Militia went missing on Monday,
August 17, in the badiyah of al-Mayadeen city, because of which
another group including Russian officers and soldiers, the commander
of the National Defense Militia, Mohammed Tayseer al-Zahir, and 30
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devices targeted them. The explosion led to the killing of a Russian
officer, the national defense militia commander and 5 members of the
militia, and the wounding of another Russian officer and several
members of the militia. The Russian Defense Ministry announced that a
Russian officer was killed and two other soldiers were injured when
improvised explosive devices targeted a military convoy in the badiyah
of Deir Ezzor. Daesh is active in the badiyah of Deir Ezzor, and carries out
occasional bombings and hit and run attacks there. It is most likely that
the group is responsible for the explosion that targeted the Russian and
the National Defense Militia convoy. The Iranian militias left their points
in the badiyah of al-Mayadeen last week, and forced Assad's forces and
the national defense to cover the points, after that Daesh operations
increased in the area
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The administration of the al-Kasra Hospital announced that the samples of
the hospital medical staff were negative. The hospital suspended receiving
patients as the medical staff was suspected to be infected with coronavirus
(COVID-19), according to a medical staff member.he staff was suspected to
be infected with COVID-19 after staff members contacted an infected
person, who came from al-Raqgqa, last week. Two days after taking a sample
of him, the person was proved to be infected with COVID-19. Upon that, the
medical staff suspended receiving normal cases and only received
emergency cases. The hospital resumed work after ensuring the medical
staff’ safety, and received patients. The hospital administration imposed
austere precautionary measures to prevent COVID-19 spread. Covid-19
cases were registered in Deir Ezzor areas, east of the Euphrate River, over the
last ten days. Authorities tightened precautionary procedures in different
facilities in the area
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On Tuesday, clashes injured five civilians and four Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) fighters in the town of al-Hawayej in the eastern Deir
Ezzor countryside. Demonstrations took place in al-Hawayej as
demonstrators demanded the SDF reveals the perpetrators who
assassinated Sheikh Muttashar al-Hafal and his companion on
Sunday. SDF fighters intercepted the demonstrators who blocked
majorroads. The injured civilians and fighters were transported to the
hospital of ash-Shahil. Unknown shooters assassinated Sheikh
Muttashar al-Hafal and his companion, and injured Sheikh Ibraheem
Aboud al-Hafal nearthe Kou’ al-Ragheeb in al-Hawayej
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An International Coalition official delivered statements to the Deir Ezzor
24 Network about the recent incidents in the Deir Ezzor countryside,
East of the Euphrates, mainly assassinating tribal dignitaries. The
statements said, “International Coalition Commandership in Deir Ezzor
condemns terrorist operations against civilians and prominent figures
in the area such as killing Sheikh Mutashar al-Hamoud al-Hafal and his
companion Da'ar al-Mukhlef, killing the Mukhtar Ali al-Wais , and
Suleiman al-Kasar the spokesman for the al-Akidat tribe.The
International Coalition works with the Deir Ezzor Civil Council in
coordination with Arab sheikhs and tribal leaders to chase Daesh
members or other hostiles who seek destabilizing the area and dividing
people by killing innocents.Cooperation between the International
Coalition, tribal leaders, and the Syrian Democratic Forces ended the
Daesh so-called caliphate. Our current mission is working together for
peace and sustaining security and stability, and defeating Daesh’, the
official added.The official's statements reflect the International
Coalition’s clear interest in closely following the recent assassinations
that targeted sheikhs and tribal dignitaries from Deir Ezzor




On Thursday, tension rose between the National Defense (ND) militia
and the Usud al-Shargiya militia in the city of Deir Ezzor. The tension
rose after disagreements among the militias’ fighters in the al-Umal
neighborhood in Deir Ezzor about distributing loot. The tension turned
into clashes, injuring ND fighters. The militias closed the neighborhood
after the clashes, as reinforcements of both sides arrived in the area
amidst tension for late at night. The Usud al-Sharqgiya is an informal
militia mostly composed of fighters from the al-Shaitat area, eastern
Deir Ezzor. The militia fought with the Assad forces in Deir Ezzor under
the pretext of retaliation against Daesh
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A source told Deir Ezzor 24 network that an extraordinary meeting was held in
Al-Mayadeen city on Thursday, August 6, including leaders of the National
Defense Militia and Iranian leaders led by "Haj Morteza." The source noted that
the meeting was held to discuss the recent events that followed the assasination
of Sheikh "Amuttshar al-Hifil" in the eastern Euphrates areas of Deir Ezzor. The
source confirmed that the Iranians recommended that contact with influential
figures in the eastern Euphrates areas under the 5DF control should be
intensified to attract them to their side through supporting them with
everything they need, taking advantage of the tribal anger prevailing the region.
The areas east of the Euphrates have witnessed demonstrations and armed
actions in the past few days following the Killing of Sheikh Muttshar al-Hifil and
a man with him east of Deir Ezzor. Iran and Assad regime took swift steps to
benefit from the current situation in the region
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On Thursday, the Assad forces raised the alert in the Assad regime-controlled
areas in Deir Ezzor, east of the Euphrates. A source reported to Deir Ezzor 24
Network that the Assad forces raised the alert on the background of the recent
incidents, east of the Euhprates, as demonstrations took place in different
areas.The source added that the Assad regime ordered forces to receive people
who arrive from areas east of the Euphrates, and exempt those already
sentenced. Assad regime tries to exploit demonstrations that demanded that
the Syrian Democratic Forces detect the shooters who assassinated Sheikh
Muttashar al-Hafal days ago, and sustain security in the area
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Deir Ezzor areas register new
Covid-19 cases, including Shia family

A source told Deir Ezzor 24 network that a well-known Shia family in Deir Ezzor
was infected with coronavirus. The source said that in the past few days,
members of “al-Raja” family were infected with coronavirus in Hatlah town. They
were quarantined in their homes after contacting many residents of the town.An
elderly woman died from coronavirus infection last Tuesday at Al-Assad Hospital
in Deir Ezzor. A mosque muezzin also died from coronavirus infection in
Al-Hawayej town (west of the Euphrates).Coronavirus spread significantly in
Assad regime-held areas in all of Syria in general, while the medical personnel
.pay no attention to the magnitude of the disaster
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Saturday, August 8, the United States of America recognized the
anniversary of al-Shaitat massacre, which was carried out by Daesh
against more than 1,000 members of al-Shaitat tribe in the eastern
Deir Ezzor countryside in 2018.The U.S. Embassy in Damascus issued
a statement recognizing the sixth anniversary of al-Shaitat
massacre, and praising the role of al-Shaitat members in liberating
Deir Ezzor areas from Daesh in 2018.The statement reads:"The
United States solemnly recognizes the sixth anniversary of the
massacre of the innocent people of the Shaitat tribe at the barbaric
hands of Da'esh, as well as the sacrifices made by their people
during their liberation from the terrorist organization in January
2018. The United States remains firmly committed to working with
all of the people of Deir al Zour to bring security, prosperity, and
".stability to the region and to ensure that Da'esh never returns
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Syrians commemorate sixth
anniversary of al-Shaitat largest
massacre in Syrian modern history

Six years have passed after a horrific massacre occurred in Deir Ezzor, killing
many people. The massacre is named the al-Shaitat massacre that is one of
the largest massacres in the history of the Syrian Revolution after the
chemical massacre in the Eastern Ghouta.Daesh committed the massacre
against the al-Shaitat Tribe in the eastern Deir Ezzor countryside on August
9, 2014. Daesh committed the massacre after the tribe fought the group as
it was controlling Deir Ezzor.Activists and human rights organizations
documenting the victims'numbers say that Daesh killed 1,000 people of the
al-Shaitat Tribe, mostly civilians, including women and children. Daesh used
different ways to kill the people.Daesh established mass graves in the towns
of Abu Hamam, Granij, and al-Kishkiyah, in which the al-5haitat Tribe people
live, to bury bodies that filled streets and houses. Residents who returned to
their houses continued to discover mass graves for a year.By the massacre,
Daesh wanted to deliver a message to those who opposed the group in Deir
Ezzor which the group had entered by then and wanted to control its
residents who rejected Daesh presence all over Deir Ezzor. Daesh
committed the massacre in response to a civil uprising by the al-Shaitat
Tribe after the group controlled the eastern Deir Ezzor countryside. Daesh
violent actions in the area stirred the uprising.Daesh lost members in the
uprising as its presence quickly shrinked in areas , eastern Deir Ezzor, forcing
it to send reinforcements from Iraq to suppress the uprising. Daesh initiated
a process of mass retaliation against residents by killing them depending on
the idendity and displacing them. The al-Shaitat Tribe people live in the
town of al-Kishkiyah, Abu Hamam, and Granij, eastern Deir Ezzor. The tribe
people are estimated at 120,000 whom Daeh killed many of in 2014. Daesh
expelled 100,000 of them to the steppe as mass punishment for their
uprising against the group. A year after the massacre, Daesh allowed the
expelled people to return to their houses gradually.Fighters from the
al-Shaitat Tribe played a key role in fighting and expelling Daesh from the
area. After they left Deir Ezzor, the fighters were distributed to different front
lines, most prominently in the northern Aleppo countryside
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The spokesman for the International Coalition (Colonel Myles) commended
the efforts of Deir Ezzor's people in general, and al-Shaitat tribe members in
particular, in fighting and defeating Daesh. He expressed this in a tweet in
Arabic on his Twitter account: "The people of Deir Ezzor in general and
Al-Shaitat in particular made enormous sacrifices in the fight against the
terrorist organization of Daesh, then the Syrian democratic forces came to
help the people of Deir Ezzor and the other areas eliminate this
organization. "We continue to stand with the people of Deir Ezzor and
support them in their issues.” The international coalition spokesman's tweet
coincided with the sixth anniversary of the 2014 massacre committed by
Daesh against Al-Shaitat people. The U.S. Embassy in Syria also released a
statement yesterday recognizing the massacre anniversary




Tension arises between National
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On Tuesday, August 11, 2020, a severe disagreement arose
between the National Defense (ND) and the Hezbollah militias’
fighters in the city of al-Mayadeen. Both sides exchanged arrests.
The tension arose on the background of ND' fighters arresting
thieves who steal motorcycles and belong to the Hezbollah
militia in the eastern Deir Ezzor countryside. The thieves sell the
motorcycles in the Homs governorate. Tension still prevails
between both sides in al-Mayadeen amidst a state of alert
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On Tuesday, August 11, 2020, the al-Akidat Tribe held a broad meeting in the
town of Thiban in the eastern Deir Ezzor countryside. The aim of the
meeting is to discuss the consequences of assassinating Sheikh Muttashar
al-Hafal and his companion days ago. After sheikhs of the tribe delivered
statements about the assassination and the tribe’s position towards it, they
issued a general statement addressing the Internationlal Coalition. The
statement included major points such as controlling the security situation
by preparing a plan to sustain stability and security. Investigating recent
assassinations against tribal dignitaries and revealing the perpetrators and
bringing them to justice. The statement stressed the necessity of activating
the Arab component such as effective people and security officials to run
theirown areas. The statement emphasized the need for releasing prisoners
from the Syrian Democratic forces prisons, and women and children
detained in refugee camps. The statement noted that it is important to
sustain unity of Syria away from dividing, and activating a political solution
that guarantees all rights. The al-Akidat Tribe held the meeting on the
background of incidents in area east of the Euphrates River in Deir Ezzor
after Sheikh Muttashar al-Hafal's assassination
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Daesh kills Syrian government forces
members in Deir Ezzor

On Tuesday, August 11, 2020,a source reported to Deir Ezzor 24 Network
that Daesh killed three Syrian government forces 4th Division members in
an ambush, western the town of al-Tabni in the western Deir Ezzor
countryside. The source added that Daesh established checkpoints near the
Majbal al-Zift area, western al-Tibni, before it attacked the Assad forces'
posts in the area. The source noted that Daesh killed three Syrian
government forces members and burnt a military truck. Daesh launches
frequent attacks in the al-Tibni area against the Assad forces and Russian
.and Iranian militias
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International coalition arrests several
people suspected of committing
crimes, during airborne operation

On Wednesday, August 12, the international coalition forces carried out an
airborne operation on a house in Al-Kassar village northeast of Deir Ezzor, a
according to Deir Ezzor 24 network correspondent. Our correspondent said that

the SDF's ground forces participated in the operation, which resulted in the

arrest of a group of suspected Daesh members. A source told Deir Ezzor 24 that

the persons who were arrested during the operation have been in Al-Baghuz

town since 2016, and that they are suspected of committing crimes and

assassinations for Daesh. This operation comes as part of the intensive security

and military operations carried out by the international coalition following the
.recent assassinations occurred in various parts of Deir Ezzor
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A source told Deir Ezzor 24 network that a delegation of Al-Quds force militia, headed
by commander "Reda’, visited several areas of al-Bukamal countryside east of Deir
Ezzor in the past few days with the aim of inviting young people to join the militia. The
source pointed out that the delegation targeted (Al-Salhiyah, Al-Jalaa, Hasrat,
al-Abbas, al-Ghabrah and other areas). The delegation offered financial inducements
to attract young people to join the militia, telling them that they will attend a military
training course in Libya for three months with monthly salaries of $1,000 per fighter.
After finishing the course, they will return to Syria, and each one of them will receive
a permanent salary of 550 every month. The source confirmed that until now, the
delegation has been able to recruit 150 young people from the said areas. The visit of
Al-Quds force militia to Al-Bukamal came in coordination with the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard (IRGC), after a long dispute between them in Deir Ezzor
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Cases and deaths of coronavirus (COVID-19) reached an
unprecedented level in the Assad forces-controlled areas in the
city of Deir Ezzor, amidst poor medical services and hospitals
inability to deal with the epidemic. Two 11 and 9 year-old
children and a man in his fifties died of COVID-19 in Deir Ezzor.
The town of al-Shumaitiya, western Deir Ezzor recorded the first
death of COVID-19, as a man died in the Assad Hospital in Deir
Ezzor on Thursday. COVID-19 infected a doctor residing in the
Assad Hospital in Deir Ezzor. The doctor was transported to
Damascus. The body of a resident of the town of al-Hawayej
arrived from Damascus. The resident died of COVID-19. COVID-19
spreads on a wide scale in Syria amidst a state of confusion in the
health sector that is unqualified to face this epidemic. The
reasons behind the significant spread of the virus are attributed
to Assad’s regime’ neglicting precautionary procedures and
hiding the real number of cases of COVID-19 over
the last three month
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A military leader of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Militia (IRGC), Al-Haj
Askar, replaced some local group commanders of the militia in
Al-Bukamal city east of Deir Ezzor, according to Deir Ezzor 24 network
correspondent. Our correspondent said that these changes were made
after some commanders submitted reports to the militia leadership,
which in turn replaced some group commanders, the most important of
whom was the patrols officer, who was accused of "speaking badly
against the Iranians." Hezbollah militia closed a number of its mess halls
in al-Mayadeen city, and opened a big one in a house the militia
previously seized in the city's al-Sakiya Street. The Iranian militias
control several key areas of Deir Ezzor countryside, and make changes in
them without reference to Assad regime
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Who is abu al-Thabah, who entered
Assad parliament after al-Nursa Front
membership

Madlool al-Aziz is from the village of al-Aziz in the abu-Khashab area in the
northwestermn Deir Ezzor countryside. He belongs to the al-Bakara Tribe.
Al-Aziz self declared a sheikh of the tribe after he accumulated money from
smuggling and when he joined the al- Qaeda (Al-Nusra Front.) Al-Aziz
joined al-Nusra with the nickname Abu Thabah. Abu Thabah was stationed
at the cereals center in Jazret al-Buhameed. He stole tons of cereals and sold
them for his own benefit. He was famous for killing Assad forces’ members
and mutilating their bodies to prove loyal to his commanders in al-Nusra
Front. After Daesh seized Deir Ezzor governorate in mid 2014 and al-Nusra
Front' withdrawal, al-Aziz escaped to the Assad regime-controlled areas. He
reconciled with the regime after he paid a lot of money. He worked in
reconciliation and smuggling civilians to Lebanon in coordination with
militias’ checkpoints and by paying money to them. Al-Azizi is loyal to Iran,
which played a key role in supporting him in the last elections. Al-Aziz
.served Iran in Deir Ezzor since 2018 until today
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A source told Deir Ezzor 24 Network that six fighters defected
from the Iranian Regiment 47 militia and joined the National
Defense (ND) militia in the city of al-Bukamal over the recent two
days. The source added that the reason behind the fighters'
defection is imprisoning miltia's fighters by an official of the
Iranian Regiment 47 militia for seven days. The militia released
the fighters who left the regiment and joined the ND to protect
themselves. The Iranian backed Regiment 47 militia operates in
al-Bukamal. Most of the commanders of the militia are foreign;
however, its fighters are locals
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Dozens of people from Al-Bussairah city, east of Deir Ezzor,
demonstrated on Friday, August 14, in the city's market,
according to Deir Ezzor 24 network correspondent. Our
correspondent said that a group of young people from
the city organized the demonstration because they were
selected for positions in the civil defense units in the city
nearly 6 months ago, but officials, including the
co-chairman of the autonomous administration's
executive council (Abdul Hamid Al-Mihbash) neglected
them despite the need for them in Al-Bussairah and the
areas around it. The demonstrators called on the
autonomous administration to provide financial
allocation and positions for young people in the civil
defense units, as well as job opportunities for
unemployed youth. Unemployment rose significantly in
the areas of Deir Ezzor countryside due to the lack of job
opportunities and the rising prices, which imposed more
difficulties on the people of the region
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A source told Deir Ezzor 24 Network that last week, Iranian militias
withdrew from the al-Mayadeen Badiya for the city center. The militias
ordered Assad forces to send members to cover posts in the area. The
source added that the militias withdrew claiming that Iranian leadership
obtained information about the International Coalition’s intention to bomb
all Iranian militias’ outposts in al-Badiya. The source emphasized that after
the Assad forces covered the Iranian militias’ posts in al-Badiya, Daesh's
attacks on the posts increased, killing and injuring dozens of Assad forces’
members, and destroying and seizing vehicles. Assad forces, Russian and
JIranian militias, and National Defense militia share control in al-Mayadeen




Residents complain about lack of
medicine in Deir Ezzor amidst Assad
regime’s Health Ministry absent role

Residents complained about lack of medicine for inflammations, antibiotics,
zing, and iron in Deir Ezzor, according to medical staff member. The member
added that the reason for the lack of aforementioned medicine in hospitals is
coronavirus COVID-19 wide-spread in Deir Ezzor, and the Assad regime’s Health
Ministry not supplying hospitals with medicine necessary to fight the pandemic
. Patients or their companions are forced to search for the medicine themselves
in pharmacies or even requesting medicine from other cities at high costs that
range between 1,500 and 2,000 Syrian pounds per ten pills of Cetamol. The
member emphasized that some pharmacies monopolize medicine to sell it for
doubled prices in the Deir Ezzor countryside in which residents complain about
lack of medicine and doctors. COVID-19 is wide-spread in Assad
regime-controlled areas in Deir Ezzor. A doctor said that the virus is spread 50
percent, which confused the medical sector in Deir Ezzor




International Coalition and Mazloum

Abdi hold lengthy official meetings in
al-Omar field in Deir Ezzor
On Sunday, August 16, the International Coalition held a series of meetings with SDF
leaders, including the General Military Commander of the SDF (Mazloum Abdi) at
al-Omar field base east of Deir Ezzor. The international coalition held the meetings
throughout the day, with military commanders of the SDF, the leadership of the Deir
Ezzor Civil Council represented by Dr. Ghassan al-Yousef and the Directorate of
Development and Coordination (DCC). It also held individual meetings with
important figures of Deir Ezzor. The U.S. State Department participated through its
political office in the direct meetings. The security and administrative situation of Deir
Ezzor was at the forefront of discussions. The international coalition assured its
continuing support for the different security bodies, the Local Democracy
Coordination Council and the Tribal Leadership. This meeting of the international
coalition with the SDF leadership and administrators of Deir Ezzor is part of a series of

meetings and efforts the international coalition made after
the recent events in Deir Ezzor
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